
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2012 

Side-by-Side 

  A Newsletter from the SWBC Women’s Ministry 

 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.   Matthew 6:21 

 

Who Owns Whom 

I am dubiously celebrating the year anniversary of owning a „smart phone‟…..and I may be dumber for it.  

 No don‟t get me wrong.  There have been some great advantages—I can access the internet anytime and 

(almost) anywhere; I can be reached at all times; I have unlimited information and entertainment at my 

beckon call; I can see my calendar and task list all times , etc., etc., etc….  

But there have been some decided disadvantages—I can access the internet anytime and (almost) anywhere; 

I can be reached at all times; I have unlimited information and entertainment at my beckon call; I can see 

my calendar and task list at all times, etc., etc., etc.,....  It‟s a double-edged sword. 

While I do not plan to downgrade at this time because some of the advantages are very helpful to my work 

and personal life, I am being taught a lesson on not letting the things I own, own me….  Just because I can, 

does not mean I must and that‟s a false belief I‟ve been susceptible to all my life-- keeping me over-occupied 

with “doing” and busyness to the detriment of quieter and more important pursuits. 

I don‟t think this is peculiar to our time.  I remember reading a story of Charles Spurgeon, who lived in the 

1800‟s, discussing with a member of his church why the man didn‟t read the Word.  He had to work non-stop 

to provide for his family, the man claimed.  Spurgeon suggested that if he acted in faith and spent time 

reading, learning and meditating on the Bible, he would see God provide.   

No, I don‟t think we are the only generation sorely tempted to “do” over the quieter acts of devotion to God 

followed by fostering our other important relationships.  But the technology and prosperity of this American 

generation has special considerations for us as Christians.  We don‟t have enough time or energy to pursue 

every opportunity that we have access to.  Nor should we… 

This is just another lesson that good gifts can be twisted into what they were never meant to be.  Things 

that are meant to draw us to God and to people can actually move us away.  Those things meant to bless us 

can hinder us.  Our flesh, the outcome of the Fall, and the direct influence by the Evil One can distort 

anything… 

Hence, we MUST be diligent to bring our lives and our schedules (and our phones) to the altar and ask God 

to put things in order.  It may require some radical obedience and changes as He points out what has begun 

to own us. 

Continued on Page 2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What’s Going on in Bible Study… 
“Faith, Relinquishment and the Peace of God in Day-to-Day Living.” This is a study about pursuing 

personal spiritual growth--living out faith and daily surrender so that the peace of God is the natural 

outcome. There are no books to purchase. We meet from 9-11 a.m. on Tuesday mornings in the office 

classroom or Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Childcare is available on 

Tuesday mornings with reservations.  

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Equipping Class – We continue our study of Luke every Sunday morning at 9:15, meeting in 
the library. 

Continued from Page 1 

This is probably a good time of the year to reflect on this before the Lord.  We have just made it through the holidays.  

And, as we typically know them, they can be a terrible tyrant.  The activities of the Christmas season that were meant to 

commemorate the birth of Christ and draw us near to our loved ones can actually wring the life out of us.  Too much of 

a good thing is often just that—too much. 

So here we are at the beginning of a new year.  The decorations have been put away (maybe) and the shopping is over 

(perhaps not the exchanges).  But, I promise you, there will be new threats for our time and our attention right behind 

it.  And they, too, can get distorted and out of their proper bounds.  

We must not forget that the abundant life only comes from the abiding life—loving Christ first, thinking about Him first, 

asking for His direction and guidance first, making Him the center of everything we are about. When we live in the 

proper order of things—in harmony with God’s great plan and purpose for us—we will find the contentment and peace 

that is our birthright as Christians.  AND we will be in a position to properly enjoy His blessings and not be mastered by 

them.           

Kandy Jackson 

Director of Women’s Ministry 

 
 

Suggested Winter Reading 

 

The Next Story  

          by 

   Tim Challis  

 

 

One Thousand Gifts 

                by  

     Ann Voskamp 

άtǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎτMaking All of Life God-/ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘέ—

This is a new workshop on biblical priorities for 

the different aspects of a woman’s life.  There 

will be small group sessions for singles, 

marrieds, mothers, and those working outside 

and inside the home…. This will be a great 

opportunity to invite those you know who 

would enjoy the camaraderie of other women in 

similar roles.  More information is coming 

soon….Friday, February 24 at 6:30 PM. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sharing with Each Other 
 
New this month, we will begin featuring a testimony from one of our women who has graciously agreed 
to share with everyone. We hope you are encouraged by this new section of our newsletter. 
 

Testimony of Kim Lindsey 
I was born into a family of good parents who at that time did not know the Lord as their personal Savior.  I was periodically sent to 
local VBS’s at area churches or attended with neighborhood friends.  The summer before my sixth grade year of school, we were 
visited by a Christian Missionary Alliance neighborhood canvassing effort.  My mom, my sister, and I began visiting this church.  
The lady that had shared the gospel and invited us to church during this canvassing effort was my Sunday School teacher.  During 
one of my Sunday School classes my teacher asked if anyone wanted to hear more about a relationship with Jesus, to stay after  
class and talk with her, I did.  She presented the fact that I was a sinner,  that Christ had come to live a sinless life, made the 
perfect sinless sacrifice, and was raised from the dead so I could be forgiven of my sin, because of this Truth I could live as a new 
creation in His strength.  I wanted that relationship with Christ. I attended this church with my mother and sister until the 8

th
 

grade.   
 
I began attending an independent Bible church with a friend.  My mom and dad began attending this same church and professed 
their faith there as well.  I was beginning to have a better understanding of what I had experienced with my Sunday School teacher 
at our previous church and with the additional teaching in this churches environment, I wanted to make a statement of my faith 
through baptism.  The summer before my Freshman year of high school I was baptized.  Through High School reading God’s Word 
was an important part of my daily life.  We had a Youth Pastor that taught expository lessons through various books of the Bible 
(at that time I didn’t know that was what he was doing).  I see how God equipped me to be bold in my young faith in things such as 
choosing to write papers in my public school setting on the Divinity of Christ and the Sanctity of Life.   
 
Jeff and I met during this time and were married one year after graduating from High School in ‘86.  We both made attendance 
and service to our local church a priority.  However, at that time in our lives the private study of God’s Word was not.  We had our 
first child, Courtney, in ’88 at which time Jeff and I decided that I would transition into being a homemaker.  This was just prior to 
our first move to Northern Indiana.  Although we were an hour and half from our home town, when we did attend church, it was 
back home with our family.  Every future move God graciously provided a church grounded in God’s Word that would convict us in 
areas we needed to grow in our walk with Him.   
 
In ’89 we moved to Ohio and immediately found a Christian Missionary Alliance church where we placed our membership.  We 
lived in Ohio for 6 years where we sat under strong Biblical teaching and served in various ministries.  While we were living in Ohio 
we had our second child, Cameron, in ’91 and I went to school to become a Registered Nurse.   During this time, I began to 
struggle with depression.  I also began struggling again with eating disorders that I had struggled with during High School.  Our 
church family was such an important part of our lives as this was the first time we were not living close geographically to our own 
family.  I am so thankful for godly women that God placed in my life to encourage me during this time of my life.  Some of these 
women I still have the privilege of keeping in touch with even today.  Today their encouragement still influences my walk with the 
Lord.  One gem in particular, ‘Kim, we are raising our children to be independent of us and dependent on the Lord.’  Thank you 
Anne J  
 
In ’96 we moved to Kansas.  I regret to say that my heart was extremely hard toward Jeff during this time; God has been so 
gracious to give me a husband that never reciprocated that hard heartedness toward me.  I sat for my nursing boards the week we 
moved to Kansas and found a nursing job that first month living in a new place.  God again provided a Bible church where we 
placed our membership, actively served, and were involved in a small group that encouraged us.  God provided Lorie, a godly 
friend that still holds me accountable even though she is now living in Texas, the study ‘The Excellent Wife’ by Martha Peace to 
convict my hard heart, and also a godly doctor that diagnosed my depression and other health issues.  This physician encouraged 
me to read not only God’s Word but also ‘Redeemed’ by Francine Rivers.  Some additional studies during this time of my walk with 
the Lord included; Experiencing God and Growing Kids God’s Way, these tools also helped soften my sinful heart. During this time 
we began to home school both of our children, a blessing that not only strengthened our family but also my faith.  Daily 
dependence on the Lord for every ounce of strength and provision was never more necessary.  
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In ’02 we moved to Virginia.  God again provided an independent Bible church.  During this move I began to ask myself, ‘Why 
do I believe what I believe?’  ‘Do I believe what I believe because it is in God’s Word, or because it was what I was taught?’  I 
decided to begin reading through the Bible every year, a habit that has become a very important part of my life ever since.  I 
also began reading Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem and Jim, the young man courting our daughter and her future 
husband, challenged me to read Chosen by God by R.C. Sproul.  Although we were involved in our church and small group, I 
isolated myself from developing strong relationships that would have been a great benefit and tool for God to use with me 
during this time.  Looking back I am thankful for the women that attempted to reach out to me and have had the privilege of 
building relationships with some of them even after our move from Virginia.  God is so gracious!  The biggest lesson God 
revealed to me during those brief years in Virginia is that we must be vulnerable and real with the family of God, actually with 
anybody….my struggle was what did that look like?  Could a person really let other people see their real thoughts, feelings, 
and struggles? If I was real what would people say about me?  If I was real how would people treat me?  Could I really trust 
my church family? 
 
In ’05 we moved to the Kansas City area.  We ended up on the Missouri side of the state line.  After looking for a church home 
we placed our membership at Summit Woods.  Having never been in a Baptist church prior to this, we still at times forget we 
are in a Baptist church.  We placed our membership at Summit Woods because of the Truth spoken from the pulpit, the 
importance of God’s Word in instructing believers, and the core tenants of Christianity.  These were the same attributes at 
every other church where we had placed our membership.   
 
Today I want to be obedient and let God use the gift of encouraging and the gift of hospitality to serve others.  Hebrews 10:24 
& 25 instructs me to encourage others.  Because others have been obedient and have encouraged me, I know the reality of 
how that affects my walk with the Lord and others.  I am thankful the Holy Spirit lays others on my heart to encourage and 
count it a privilege to be used in this way for His Kingdom.  Romans 12:10-17 instructs me to be hospitable.  Jeff and I are 
humbled by the blessings God has provided our family and believe that everything is God’s for His use and are tools to be 
used to minister to others.  Serving others, in whatever manner that honors God, is a privilege and joy.  These experiences 
and blessings drive me back to God and His Word for Truth and to ask for the strength to be obedient to what He has called us 
to do.     
 
As I mentioned earlier, at the end of our time in Virginia I realized that as a believer I needed to be willing to be vulnerable 
and real with those He placed in my life.  Over the past year or so I have been struggling with this again, not really sure if there 
are other Christians that were willing to take that same risk.  Is it possible that Jeff and I will get hurt if we allow ourselves to 
be real, transparent, and vulnerable?  Probably.  But we are going to rest on Truth of God’s Word in 2 Corinthians 12:9 that 
assures us His grace is sufficient for us.  The Christian walk is often messy but when we let others know our weaknesses they 
can come along side of us and help carry us during that time with the strength God has provided for us.   We then in turn, are 
able to carry those that God has placed in our lives during their times of struggle.  This past year has presented a lot of 
opportunities to trust the Lord.  It has been almost a year since we walked through a scary biopsy with God’s gracious 
protection and successful surgery.  It has also been just over half a year that the Lord, in His perfect timing, delivered me from 
the bondage of a lifetime of eating disorders and addiction to food through another surgery.  The joy and freedom that has 
come to our family over this past year is difficult to express. Jeff and I do know that ALL glory and honor must go to our 
Heavenly Father because it is only through Him that what seemed impossible is possible!  
 
Galatians 6:9 encourages us to not grow weary in doing good.   This verse is currently my daily source of strength as God 
grows my faith in a multitude of areas:  parenting grown, married, and grandchildren, serving Him in my ever changing 
ministry at Rachel House, developing a healthy prayer life, consistently studying God’s Word, and listening to His plan for Jeff 
and my future just to mention a few.  God had ALWAYS been faithful to convict, forgive, and provide grace as He continues to 
refine me.  I am thankful that I am still a work in progress as God continues to stretch, mold, and grow me.  Over the past few 
months, another’s testimony convicted me that I am not to ask ‘why’…. I am to walk by faith and trust that the ‘why’ doesn’t 
matter.  What matters is that it is His plan, He knows the ‘why’, and my eyes are focused on Him as He guides my steps.   

 


